SITE DESCRIPTION
Site 41TT87 is situated on a low prominence, an alluvial terrace, which overlooks Big Slough and White Oak Creek bottom to the immediate south (Fig. 1) . Mount Pleasant, county seat of Titus County, is approximately 10 miles farther south.
White Oak Creek is a major drainage for the northern portion of Titus County. The stream begins in Hopkins County near Sulphur Springs and flows into the Sulphur River in Bowie County, a distance of some 80 miles.
There are approximately 70,000 acres included in the floodplain of White Oak Creek. The principal vegetalion in the project area consists of post oak, pin oak, water oak, and sweet gum with a mixed understory of briars, sumac, poison ivy and grasses.
The terrace deposit containing the site is elevated above the flood plain to the extent that it is rarely covered by floodwaters. The floodplain of White Oak Creek is very wide which lessens the incidence of extremely high flood water. The soils in the area are a mixture of colluvial and alluvial sands, silts, and clays (Fenneman. 1938) and are often in excess of a meter in depth.
County Road 21 1 was originally State Highway 26. The road reverted to county service with the completion of US 27 1, the principal north-south connector between Mount Pleasant and Paris. The earlier constructionof SH 26 probably destroyed much of Site 41TT87 and contributed to additional damage through erosion.
When the site was first visited by the author, several years before it was recorded, it was the location of a small farm house and barn and a vegetable garden. It was the garden and the road construction which first brought the site to the attention of local collectors. who reportedly dug into several burials in the "road ditch."Today. both house and barn have been removed and all traces of the garden are covered by a thick growth of weeds and grass and small persimmon sprouts.
White Oak Slough, also called Big Slough. is the nearest permanent water source. Two small, linear ponds east of the site are probably the remains of an earlier slough. The area east of the site is a separate ecotone consisting of a grassy wetland with reeds and rushes growing near small patches of standing water. Logging operations during the last 80 years have removed most of the trees from this area. The areas north and west of the site are rolling pasturelands.
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PREVIOUS RESEARCH
TitusCounty is located in the northern heartland of the Caddoan "culture area" of East Texas. Besides this rich heritage from the late prehistoric period, all culture periods, from Paleo-Indian to Historic Indian, are represented.
Unfortunately, due to the abundance of Caddoan sites, this area of northeast Texas has been the scene of intense"pot-hunting" by collectors. In some areas it is difficult to find undisturbed sites as the destruction continues.
Much of this collecting began in the 1930s during the depression when a number of people realized that a market existed for ceramic vessels and other artifacts. It was also a time of great archaeological activity by professional archaeologists throughout the state but particularly in northeast Texas. (Cliff, et al, 1974 ). An extensive survey, followed by excavations was conducted on Blundell Creek for the Lake 
TESTING PROCEDURES
Testing of Site 41TT87 began with a cursory examination of those portions to be affected by the project, particularly those portions to be acquired as additional right-of-way. Since county road, CR 21 1, divided the site into two parts, the western portion was designated Area I and the eastern half, which contained the major portion of the site, was designated Area II (Fig. 2) .
Area I had a substantial ground cover of small trees, sumac, vines, and grass. Fortunately, the highest elevation in this area within the new right-of-way had slightly less ground cover and offered a minimal view of the ground surface. A small prehistoric ceramic sherd and two flakes of a local chert were recovered from this surface. Test Unit 1, a 1x1meter square, was laid out in this semi-open area and oriented approximately parallel to the county road.
This and the subsequent test units were excavated in 10 cm levels measured from the ground surface. Each level was trowelled to reveal any features. All excavated material was screened through 1/4 inch hardware cloth and all cultural material thus recovered was placed in appropriately labeled bags. All materials were transported to the SDHPT laboratory in Austin for processing and analysis.
The material recovered from Test Unit 1 (TU-1) is summarized in Table 1 . It became obvious during the excavation that this location was much disturbed. Level 1 produced an encouraging amount of prehistoric artifacts;2 dart point bases, a core fragment, 8 pottery sherds, 21flakes,and two pieces of burned clay. It also contained the expected pieces of modem refuse-in this case, a piece of unbleached glass, a fragment of earthenware,and a cut nail. 
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The second level contained a nearly complete Gary-like dart point, (Suhm 1962) , 200 flakes, 3 pottery shcrds and 12 small pieces of burned clay. The northeast comer of the unit began to reveal a large modern disturbance. This consisted of a lens of ash and charcoal bits with pieces of rusted sheet metal, probably from cans, as well as glass and earthenware fragments and nails.
The third level produced a similar array of artifacts including the proximal portion of a Catahoula arrowpoint (Turner 1985) and another probable Gary base.The disturbance in the northeast comer of the unit continued to produce most of the historic materials. At this point several large ant colonies were uncovered as well as several gopher burrows.
The fourth level was very wet due to the ground water seeping into the unit and it became impossible to effectively trowel the floor or screen the excavated material. However. the amount of historic materials continued and the amount of prehistoric materials decreased. The unit was abandoned to dry out. Unfortunately, heavy rains the following night caused the abandonment to be permanent. The next level would have been the last since since tests with a 1 inch diameter soil probe showed the clay to be only 8 to 10 cm deeper than the 40 cm already excavated.
No features other than the lens of ash and historic materials were noted in TU-1. An inspection of Area I showed that considerable erosion, probably associated with farming but possibly the result of the road construction, had occurred. This may be seen on the contour map of the site in Figure 2 . Since the remaining portions of Area I which were within the right-of-way limits showed signs of flooding or erosion, no further excavations were conducted. Sampling with the soil probe showed the red clay to be very near the surface. This was also indicated by several areas of standing water.
Test Unit 2 (TU-2) was placed on the east side of CR 21 1 on the highest elevation included in thenew rightof-way. This area was much clearer that the location for TU-1 but still contained considerable briars, poison ivy and numerous oak seedlings. The unit was 1x1 meter square and was oriented parallel to the existing right-of-way fence. It was excavated in the same fashion as TU-1 and the recovered materials are shown in Table 2 . It should be noted that no twentieth century materials were recovered from this unit. This unit was temporarily abandoned due to heavy rain. It was later completed and excavated to sterile clay. Two Gary dart points were recovered from within a few centimeters of each other. No features were noted but there was considerable evidence of gopher disturbance. 
The third unit, TU-3, was placed just three meters south of TU-2 and was excavated to sterile clay. The clay was found after only three 10 cm levels were removed. Several pieces of old road surface were found in the firstlevel which showed that the location had been used as either a stockpile or waste site for the county road. The materials are summarized in Table 3 . This unit indicated much disturbance through land use as well as bioturbation. Three shovel tests were placed south and east of TU-3 and confirmed that the clay was shallower near the slough and downslope. In all three tests the clay was found at 15 to 20 cm below the surface.
Testing of the main portion of the site began with TU-4. When the test excavations began, this area was covered by a lush stand of Johnson grass and bull nettles. This was mowed by maintenance forces from the Mount Pleasant SDHPT office. Very little of this part of the the site will be affected because the new right-ofway tapers to match the existing right-of-way. The existing right-of-way is 30 feet left and right of the centerline of CR 21 1. TU-4 was placed near the east right-of-way near the end of the project. Unfortunately, all of the main portion of the site included in the new right-of-way was also in the existing road-cut and the original construction of SH 26 had removed the upper portions. The existing back-slope appeared to be at about a 6:1 slope so as much as a half meter of the site deposit may have been removed near the road. In the area of TU-4, it appeared that only 20-30 cm had been removed.
The upper levels contained considerable modem refuse and roots and some of the prehistoric artifacts recovered may have been redeposited due to slope wash. The materials recovered from this unit are listed in Table 4 . Almost all of the recovered artifacts were found on the screen. The exceptions were prehistoric ceramic sherds and the larger flakes recovered from the upper levels. 
No features were identified in TU-4. Of special interest however, are two dart points from level 6. Both were found on the screen. A small piece of bone which appears to have been cut and ground also came from this level. Several fragmentary pieces of burned nut shell were recovered from level 10 and appear to be either walnut or hickory nut. They are very fragmentary and may have originated at some higher level and fallen into the bottom of the unit. They were found on the screen. A few soft concretions were found in level 1 1, the final level for this unit At this point, the soils were very compact and wet. A profile of the south wall of this unit is shown in Figure 3 .
Test Unit 5 was placed 3 meters north and 1 meter west of TU-4. This position was barely within the right-ofway but was at a slightly higher elevation. As with the unit before, road construction had removed some of the original site surface. The top two levels excavated were disturbed, with many roots, pieces of modern trash and a considerable amount of charcoal staining, probably the result of burning trash or brush . The materials recovered are listed in Table 5 . Level 1 contained 3 biface fragments and one probable arrowpoint preform. There were also 3 utilized/altered flakes and one trimmed flake recovered. The excavation ended at level 6 when only three small flakes were found and the soil matched that of the bottom of TU 4. This dense and compact sand was essentially sterile and was very wet As in all the other tests, there were numerous soft manganese-ferrous concretions and many solution lines in the walls of the units.
The profile of the south wall of TU-4, (Fig. 3) , shows the ground slope resulting from the road cut The upper zone of dark brown sand contained considerable humus and most of the historic artifacts recovered. There were numerous rodent burrows and other krotivena and only the most obvious are shown in the figure. 
